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Hua Xiao Gu

MAR 18,1939 - OCT 16, 2024

M r. Hua Xiao Gu, 85, of Concord, passed away Wednesday,
October 16, 2024.

The family will receive friends from 10 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. Thursday, October 24, 2024 at James
Funeral Home. Funeral services will start at 10:30 a.m. and conclude at 12 noon. Committal
services will follow at NorthL.ake Memorial Gardens.

Biographical Introduction and Remembrance
Dear friends, dear brothers and sisters of the Love Church:

Today, we gather together with heavy hearts to bid farewell to my beloved father, Mr. Gu
Huaxiao. He was born in March 1939 into a Christian family and was influenced by his father and
grandfather from a young age, living a life of faith. On October 16, 2024, after listening to the
pastor’s final prayer at home, he peacefully passed away at the age of 86. As it is said in the Psalms:
“He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does
not wither; whatever he does prospers.” My father’s life resembled this tree; despite experiencing
storms and hardships, he was rooted in the fertile ground of faith. Regardless of the changing
circumstances, he remained steadfast and faithfully lived out his beliefs, leading a fulfilling and
meaningful life.

His childhood was spent amidst the turmoil of war, filled with hardships. He never met his
grandfather, Gu Daohe, who was from Shangyu, Shaoxing, Zhejiang. This branch of the family
tree was nearly destroyed during the Cultural Revolution, but it was fortunately preserved as a
cultural relic at the Tianyi Pavilion in Ningbo, Zhejiang. Over a hundred years ago, Gu Daohe was
influenced by the American missionary Waddy H. Hudson (one of the founders of Xiuzhou
Middle School) in Jiaxing, Zhejiang, and converted to become a devout Christian. This decision
led all his children to become believers and influenced the life trajectories of generations to
come. The only surviving photograph shows him with his first three sons, with my grandfather as
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the second in the middle. My grandfather, Gu Huiren, was a renowned patriotic educator who
graduated from Shanghai Guanghua University in 1927, majoring in secondary education. He
served as the instructional director at Xiuzhou Middle School and became its principal in 1930,
holding the position for 28 years. In 1936, he earned a Master of Arts degree from Columbia
University Teachers College in less than a year. Unfortunately, he was wrongly labeled as a rightist
during the “Anti-Rightist Movement” in 1958. My father had four siblings: Gu Meili, Gu Meiyi, Gu
Huazhong, and Gu Meide, with my dad being the fourth. The names of my aunts and uncles,
along with my father’s name, reveal that my grandfather, despite receiving a Western education,
retained the most traditional Confucian values of loyalty, filial piety, propriety, righteousness, and
virtue. This was validated by his educational practices. During his tenure as principal at Xiuzhou,
he adopted American educational methods while instilling Christian teachings and imparting
ideas of “democracy, freedom, fraternity, and equality” alongside traditional Chinese values. He
recognized the educational crisis of the time, namely the “urbanization of schools,
commodification of knowledge, and politicization of teachers and students,” and proposed
forward-thinking educational theories nearly ninety years ago, including the theories of four
modernizations and primacy: “making schools familial, discipline-oriented living, scientific
thinking, and civic-minded physicality.” Education in schools prioritizes character development.
Teachers should embody the love of Christ, engage deeply in reflection, and teach with an
integrated approach to cultivate students through the three aspects of personality education:
“truth education, virtue education, and beauty education.” These educational principles he
witnessed and absorbed deeply planted seeds in my father’s young heart.

My grandmother was named Zhang Caimao, and my father’s maternal grandfather, Zhang
Binsun, was a construction contractor. His maternal grandmother, Wang Cuiling, raised him. My
grandmother came from a prominent family in Ningbo, and her ancestors served as the
emperor’s educators during the Qing Dynasty. After marrying my grandfather, she gave up a
lucrative position at Hujiang University in Shanghai to teach at Xiuzhou Middle School. During
her time at Ganzhou Christian Union High School, she took over as an English teacher without
the presence of foreign teachers. She was not only the English tutor to many who later became
leading figures in various disciplines but also a supportive wife managing household affairs. Due
to connections to a national army general, the Zhang family in mainland China suffered
inhumane persecution.

My father was born when the war of resistance against Japan was at its peak, and his childhood
was spent in hardship and dislocation, with places like Jiaxing, Hangzhou, Huzhou, Mogan
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Mountain, Shanghai, and Ganzhou marking his early life. He completed his elementary and
middle school education at Xiuzhou. In his childhood memories, his companions were a cat and
a dog, and he was too afraid to tell classmates that he was Principal Gu’s son. From an early age,
he felt he was just an ordinary student without any privileges. After the civil war, he studied alone
at Hangzhou No. 2 Middle School.

My father was exceptionally talented and graduated from Hangzhou No. 2 Middle School at the
age of sixteen with excellent grades. In August 1955, he was admitted to the Food Engineering
Department of Nanjing Institute of Technology. Unfortunately, in October 1955, he received the
tragic news that my grandmother had committed suicide by jumping into the river when he was
only sixteen. Subsequently, due to institutional changes at the school, he transferred in
September 1958 to Wuxi Institute of Light Industry, majoring in grain industry, and with a
determined spirit, he completed his studies, graduating smoothly in 1960. During his university
years, he met the love of his life—my mother, Chen Enze. They were classmates, and during that
idealistic youth, they formed a deep bond that lasted a lifetime. He devotedly cared for my
mother, especially during her illness, for nearly 40 years, deserving of all praise. He was a
thoughtful and reliable husband, and a strong and noble father.

After graduating from university, from September 1960 to December 1981, my father was
assigned to Zhengzhou Grain Institute, working in the storage department. In January 1961, my
parents happily married, but in the spring of that year, my grandfather suffered a fatal brain
hemorrhage due to high blood pressure while at work. The photo of them as newlyweds became
my grandfather’s last photo, taken when my father was just twenty-one. Soon after, my father
took students to Xinjiang to harvest grain and organized transportation for disaster relief. In 1964,
my father welcomed his first child at my mother’s family home, which was relatively well-off. In
1970, when my mother gave birth to me in a hospital in Henan’s mountainous area, a tragedy
unfolded as my father was publicly criticized and humiliated at the struggle sessions. My father,
considering the well-being of his wife and child, endured the pain and humiliation with the
strong will of a Christian. During that absurd time when they could misinterpret a printer as a
telegraph, anything could happen. Our family’s experience is a microcosm of the millions of
families that suffered persecution. As the scripture says in Proverbs 9:9: “Instruct a wise man, and
he will be even wiser; teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning.” Through fervent
prayer, God demonstrated His power. The decade of turmoil ended in 1979 when the Jiaxing
County Committee of the Communist Party of China rehabilitated my grandfather and restored
his political reputation. In January 1982, after enduring hardships, our family obtained four
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household registrations in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province. My father transferred to Nanjing Grain
Economic Institute (now known as Nanjing University of Finance and Economics) to work in the
storage department. In his teaching position, he not only imparted knowledge but also cared for
the students’ lives, work, and dreams, teaching them the principles of gratitude and helping
others. He nourished every student with his faith and wisdom, becoming an important guide in
their lives. Through his diligent work, he trained a new generation of talents in grain storage for
the country. During his time at both schools, he compiled national technology English textbooks
and translated several important documents, such as “Theory and Practice of Grain Storage,”
earning the titles of associate professor and professor. He deserved the praise of his students, who
recognized him as “a virtuous teacher who inspires students with his character and knowledge.” As
Proverbs 22:6 states: “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn
from it”

Starting in 1990, he served as the Director of the Science and Technology Department and the
Director of the Technology Development Department at Nanjing University of Finance and
Economics, taking on national key scientific and technological projects. He studied in the United
States as a visiting scholar on two occasions and became a drafter of the national standards for
mink feed. He laid the foundation for the breeding technology of special animal feeds in China.
During this time, he translated the latest scientific literature related to food, nutrition, and feed,
particularly in the fields of pig farming, shrimp farming, and fur-bearing animal farming, making
outstanding contributions to narrowing the gap between China and advanced countries in these
industries. He also indirectly contributed to the urgent need for foreign exchange in the country.
In his scientific research work, he achieved fruitful results through a rigorous, innovative, and
diligent research attitude. His research outcomes were fully utilized, releasing significant
economic and social value, for which the country honored him with various awards. He enjoyed a
special allowance from the State Council of China, received the Ministry of Commerce’s
Technology Advancement Award, and was recognized as an advanced worker in science and
technology at Jiangsu Province, serving on various councils, including the Chinese Grain and Oil
Association. He dedicated his life to China’s education and scientific research with hard work and
commitment. His retirement was around 2008, although he seemed to have some re-
employment.

My father’s life was dedicated to realizing his values through the spirit of Xiuzhou, characterized
by simplicity and a detachment from fame and politics. His life was filled with love; he cared for
everyone he interacted with in life and work, allowing us to constantly feel the teachings of
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“loving others as oneself.” His life was one of faith; he was honest and kind, always willing to help
others without seeking any reward. This noble, selfless spirit earned him the respect of many. Let
us thank the Lord for bestowing upon us His endless love and comfort. At this moment, let us
support each other, united in our prayers to the Lord, while also being grateful for the wonderful
times we shared with him in Christ.

My father’s life was also one of frugality and integrity; he had low demands for life and never
wasted money on himself. He despised corruption and the embezzlement of public funds,
believing that spending money earned through his own labor carried no burden. He thought of a
profession not merely as a means to make a living, but as an ideal he wholeheartedly pursued,
one that could also help many who needed assistance. He was concerned about the
commercialization of education, believing that children should determine their own learning and
career directions without excessive parental interference. His leisure time was spent reading the
Bible and watching sports broadcasts; he once told me that all the answers to my questions could
be found in the Bible and that reading the English version was better than the Chinese translation
due to nuances lost in translation. His care and affection for his children and the children of
relatives were meticulous; he would do anything to help them in their times of need.

My father’s life was also one of wisdom and humility. He advocated for independent thinking and
avoided arguments, knowing they would only lead to conflict due to differing perceptions and
values; he felt there was no need to persuade others to accept one’s views. He continued to use the
power of love to better understand others, hoping that one day they might realize his good
intentions. He was indifferent to honors, often emphasizing teamwork and passing opportunities
to younger people, believing that each generation is stronger than the last. Because of this, he was
well-respected at school, and every year during holidays, he was among the first retirees visited by
the leadership.

My father’s life was full, joyful, and courageous. He was optimistic and cheerful, always organized
and dedicated to his teaching and research work before retirement, rarely mentioning the past.
With his unwavering faith, he shouldered the burdens of the family alone. After retiring, he began
to exercise his legs and became the old man who loved to dance in the square. After moving to
the U.S,, I devised a code with him to help prevent dementia: I would say, “Live a day,” and he
would reply, “Be happy for a day.” Even on his sickbed, he maintained this routine. I found
comfort in hearing it every morning, and he displayed remarkable bravery in front of nurses and
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doctors, never complaining of pain, often greeting and thanking them. He used his final
optimism and courage to inspire others.

My father’s passing is a tremendous loss for us, but as stated in 1 Corinthians: “And now these
three remain: faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love.” My father’s love will always
be with us, serving as our strength and comfort as we move forward. His actions throughout his
life demonstrated the true meaning of faith, hope, and love.

I thank God for blessing me with the privilege of living alongside such a great father for 50 years,
receiving his nurturing, guidance, education, and support. May my father rest in peace in heaven;
I know he has reunited with my mother, grandparents, and uncles in the Kingdom, and we will
always remember him, believing that he continues to watch over and protect us.

Today, we are not only bidding farewell to a family member but also celebrating his life. He has
left us not only blood ties and memories but also the spirit and values he advocated. Through his
actions, he taught us what true kindness, resilience, and loyalty are. He set an example for us,
teaching us how to steadfastly move forward through life’s storms.

May our prayers and memorials serve as a tribute to him and a response to God’s grace. In this
time of mourning, may our hearts find peace and strength in the Lord, knowing that He is our

refuge and everlasting strength.

In the name of Christ, we pray.
Amen.

Forever loving you,
Your son, Gu Wei.
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James Funeral Home is assisting the family, online condolences may be made at
www.jamesfuneralhomelkn.com.
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Events

S

Visitation

=] Thursday, October 24, 2024
@ 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM ET

@ James Funeral Home
10520 Arahova Dr., Huntersville NC 28078

Funeral Service

5] Thursday, October 24,2024
( 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM ET

© James Funeral Home
10520 Arahova Dr, Huntersville NC 28078

Livestream

Thursday, October 24,2024
10:30 AM - 12:00 PM ET

James Funeral Home
10520 Arahova Dr, Huntersville NC 28078

http://www.jamesfuneralhomelkn.com/obituaries/permalink/11541358/LT Webcast

© © 0

CemeteryDetails

@ NorthLake Memorial Gardens
11001 Alexandriana Road, Huntersville NC 28078

Q, (704) 584-9004
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i

James Funeral Home shared a Video.

October 24 at10:27 AM

James Funeral Home shared a Webcast Video.

October 17 at12:04 PM

Hong Biao Jie posted:
B —RIESEEARE D!

October 24 at 5:50 AM

Xiaowei & Haiyan sent an Enduring Grace to the Gu family.

October 22 at 5113 PM

Xiaowei Z. sent a Divine Light to the Gu family.

K

October 22 at 4:57 PM

Anonymous sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Gu family.

P ©® O O

October 22 at 7:03 AM
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Anonymous sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Gu family.

October 22 at6:50 AM

8 Anonymous sent a Magnificent Life Spray to the Gu family.

October 21at10:55 AM

Anonymous sent a Serenity Wreath to the Gu family.

October 21at10:40 AM

PAGE 14 OF 18



@ Tribute Wall Hua Xiao Gu

MAR 18,1939 - OCT 16, 2024

—

N

@ BE7B%E sent a virtual gift in honor of Hua Xiao.
=44 B2
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M, OhESB—4EK, IREFLESA, WIIREABERNEG, ERRSEEEORMT, PRTRERT
HHAME, (ERETSIARBRLAEURIAT, —R—RMNEFERRAEARNZER, £ESHERHT
KSR, EF2REFHNN—RIGHERITESEE, ) IRIESWABLO R, RSB,
HANSFS—ERMLSHRERRIER, XE—RREIER, ERRMRERIORPEANERRT, Wk, B
Bk, KRE=FRErENERE, FE—UEAOTIEE, hRRREMNIECFRFRRNORERR
S4ERBEEIND. BRKE! FREERMEASAEERMMIAEEENE SRR, BAETi1—=K
AR LTS, BA—BBEMIOEERE, T 7 BCEFNEHE, AMHEFA, EEERERE
PERYE, “MZBARSRSHTRIIETRE, BEEEREBETRN—KKER, S8 —RRICIZIF1ES
KERE....... BIAEHE, KIFOE!

October 18 at 6:21 AM

8 Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Gu family.

October 21at5:00 AM

@ FihF & BEIE —FRA E8 sent a Divine Peace Bouquet to the Gu family.

October19 at 7:45 PM
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@ Tribute Wall Hua Xiao Gu

—

N

D

MAR 18,1939 - OCT 16,2024

Anonymous sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Gu family.

October 19 at6:22 AM

Jiang Shuying, Zhang Wei sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Gu
family.

October 18 at 6:21PM

Xinchun Shen posted:

REFA LEEFERIRNZN, FEEMNRMFENXONES. BRINRAX, BRIFSINEZRR
IR KSR, BREtRIE, T2R— MR LRNE, BRITAFEFH, FNFHLISIR
g, BIMRIEERS G, BSHHEER. 20055, HRAXERRM, TLh%, TELARRIF, Sk
EXHTRRE, AR, BITEE, NERSHEZ, SBiitmE. BInE e, 7
NBRBEXRT. HESIHE, BEESR. BHBEEERMRE, BENEEIOKERIFAOOR. BR
IEREZYF!

October 18 at 6:21 AM

@ ERBEHE October 23 at 5:03 PM

INEBEEY, NEBEXRESEE, BIINAILERERART, BEIFEH) L FINEERXRITR
BFPOEERREBIE, MEEKRRNEATXAFS, HtBidk, BEEREEERF
(B19) ERL, MIRTEHRBREME, AeHTRENEXMNERER, ERkMEEE, HLE
BRETRZANETNE, THEEBA, RREEEERETBEHF T NEMNEFEHOERRZRF
USHERFE, EHERE— 7T EEEENFL—EARFE, E—ERNMENBEESR
=, ERERERENS BB/ ZaRE#RIRh T —RiEE, BEER—IKEYF, BRIHINEERERR
BURRR &N, BRIAREEXIME—BERFTET, FEZ, REAMENR.

@ Ming Ni October 18 at 5:05 PM
KIZNSHENRED, BEEREREF!
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Q Media

James Funeral Home shared a Video.

James Funeral Home shared a Webcast Video.

Hua Xiao Gu
MAR 18,1939 - OCT 16, 2024

October 24 at 10:27 AM

In Loving Memory
Hau Xiao Gu

1939 - 2024

October17 at12:04 PM

SCAN TO WATCH
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Hua Xiao by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit



